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TERM 4 WEEK 10 

 

  
 

So long 2018…! It is hard to believe we have reached the final 

week of preschool for the year, but what a busy and 

rewarding year it has been. 

I am sure for many of you this week will be tinged with 

sadness as your youngest preschoolers head off to big school and you farewell The Oaks 

Preschool for the final time; for others, it is just a see you next year as you walk out the gate 

and prepare for Santa’s arrival. 

No matter what stage you find yourself at, I would like to thank each and every family for the 

valuable contributions you have all made in so many different ways during the year, and for 

many families, those contributions stretch over a number of years. Our preschool would not 

be the vibrant, engaging and evolving place that it is without each and every one of you, so 

again, THANK YOU! 

As I said it has been a busy and rewarding year with many improvements being made to the 

preschool environment, and lots of successful fundraising and promotional initiatives being 

undertaken which will allow the preschool to hit the ground running next year with more 

projects ready to be ticked off the to-do list! 

I could not talk about the preschool year being busy and rewarding without acknowledging 

our wonderful staff who are always looking at ways to improve the preschool to benefit our 

children. Your drive, passion and commitment to both our children and excellence at our 

preschool is a credit to each and every one of you and from the Board, on behalf of all our 

preschool families, our sincere thanks. 

Term 4 

Monday 15th October – 

Wednesday 19thDec  

 

Preschool returns  

Tuesday 29th January 
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Finally I would like to thank all of my colleagues on the Board for volunteering your time and 

energy to your roles in 2018. It has been a pleasure working with you this year and I am 

looking forward to achieving even more for our preschool in 2019! 

On behalf of the Staff and Board, can I wish you all a safe and happy Christmas filled with lots 

of good food, family and friends and we look forward to seeing you all (even those heading 

off to kindergarten) in the New Year! 

 

Kind regards, 

Bec Pollard 

 

Well. I cannot believe it. Another year has come to a close and we are fare welling children 

who, only yesterday (wasn’t it), were walking down the path, new backpack on their back and 

mums hand or clothes firmly gripped, looking around tentatively!!! Now they are off to Big 

School, confident and bursting with anticipation and excitement about the future. Each Child 

going to school has a special rhyme in their portfolio that you will receive in their Christmas 

bags. Please read this, as it comes from all the teacher’s hearts, and says what we may not be 

able to. 

All the teachers would like to take this opportunity to say farewell to the children going to 

school.  This year has gone by so fast, and it is with mixed feelings that we say goodbye.  We 

are very excited for the children and families beginning school for the first time, it is a very 

exciting period of life, and we hope and pray that the transition is happy and enjoyable.  

Preschool has given children experience in mixing and sharing with larger groups of same age 

children. In particular they have learnt to wait. Waiting turns to speak, eat, walk inside, ask a 

question, wash hands, tell news, do an activity and even play with their friends have all been 

valuable lessons for school. Just as important is sharing the space and teachers.  Children have 

developed tolerance and acceptance of many different people and opinions and been 

exposed to some new ideas and adults.  This has been a stepping stone to the big world of 

big school and if we have assisted children to cope with school and built their self-esteem, we 

have been successful. 



 

Thank you for allowing us to care for and teach your children, we feel very privileged to have 

been part of their early life.  If you get a chance in your new busy routines, we would love to 

see you and your big school children visit some time. 

We are equally excited to see returning Families back with us safe and rested after the 

Christmas period for another exciting year of preschool. 

 

  

Congratulations to the Sadikovic family on the safe arrival of Leoh, a baby brother for Mehah 

and Arlo. 

If you a family who is returning to preschool next year, please think about whether you can 

complete a parent helper day in the first two weeks of preschool next year. It is always 

important that the teachers are free to settle new children in the first few weeks and an 

experienced parent helper is certainly valued. 

The roster is up on the whiteboard for next term. Thanks!! 

 

 

 Mrs Stacey Sayre and Mrs Kathy Odgers with Mrs Downie for lunch and program relief 

Mrs Fryer, Mrs Scott, Mrs Adams, Mrs Mills and Mrs Downie for lunches and program relief.  

Brooke Swain 



 

 

We currently have full enrolments for 2019. If you know anyone who would like to attend, 

please ask them to come and put their name on the wait list. Things do change through the 

year. 

 

A few things to consider: 

If you are intending to give Christmas cards to your child’s friends this year, please save time 

to put them in the communication pockets. This will save them being left around the 

preschool and forgotten, as children put them down to play. (You will know if your child 

received a card) 

Also, please don’t put food items with cards. There are a few reasons why we can’t have items 

loose around preschool, the main one being the food allergies children have. Secondly, 

Preschool policy is that children must sit down to eat, and this is difficult to keep track of, if 

children are unwrapping cards with food in them. Thank you for your assistance with this.  

 

We hope you enjoy the presents your children have given you for Christmas. We have been 

working on them all year, planting, watering, decorating pots, making signs, and finally 

wrapping. The children have been involved in watering regularly.  We have found that if the 

pot becomes very wet, the decorations will slide off, even though we tested and used the 

correct glue. We apologies if this happens. Just water small amounts near the succulent.  

 

Fees for 2018 will remain at $17 for children turning 4 before 31.7.19 and $33 for children 

turning 4 after this time. This does not mean fees reduce when your child turns 4. They need 

to turn 4 before the 31.7.19 to receive this rate for the whole of 2019. 



 

Fees for 2018 should be complete by now. Please see Brooke or Mrs Downie as soon as 

possible if this isn’t the case.  

 

First Prize  $500 – C. Palmer (Sold by Charli Doyle) 

Second prize $250- Meyah Sadikovic(Willow Room) 

Third prize $100 – N Attard (Brianna’s Dad Willow Room) 

 

 

INGREDIENTS 

  125g butter, room temperature  

  100g (1/2 cup, firmly packed) brown sugar  

  125ml (1/2 cup) golden syrup  

  1 egg, separated  

  375g (2 1/2 cups) plain flour  

 ‘ 1 tablespoon ground ginger  

 1 teaspoon mixed spice  

  1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda  

ICING INGREDIENTS  

  150g (1 cup) pure icing sugar, sifted  

  8-10 drops red liquid food colouring and green colouring 

Method 

1. Preheat oven to 180°C. Brush 2 baking trays with melted butter to lightly grease. 

2. Use an electric beater to beat the butter and sugar in a bowl until pale and 

creamy. Add the golden syrup and egg yolk and beat until combined. Stir in the 

flour, ginger, mixed spice and bicarbonate of soda. Turn onto a lightly floured 

surface and knead until smooth. Press dough into a disc. Cover with plastic wrap 

and place in the fridge for 30 minutes to rest. 

3. Meanwhile, place egg white in a clean, dry bowl. Use an electric beater to beat 

until soft peaks form. Gradually add icing sugar and beat until stiff peaks form. 

Divide icing among 3 bowls. Cover 1 bowl with plastic wrap and place in the fridge. 

Add red colouring to 1 bowl and stir until combined. Add green colouring to 



 

remaining bowl and stir until combined. Cover with plastic wrap and place in the 

fridge. 

4. Place the dough between 2 sheets of baking paper and roll out until about 4mm 

thick. Use a 9cm gingerbread man cutter to cut out shapes. Place on trays about 

3cm apart. Repeat with any excess dough. 

5. Bake in oven for 10 minutes or until brown. Remove from oven. Transfer to a rack 

to cool. 

6. Decorate with icing 

 

 

Safe sleep procedures for home 

SAFE SLEEPING FOR BABIES 

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) is the sudden and unexpected death of a baby from 

unknown causes. In Australia, SIDS accounts for the deaths of more babies than any other 

cause. It is still not clear what causes SIDS, however, being aware of, and implementing safe 

sleeping practices will reduce the risk of SIDS. 

The following information is taken from SIDS and Kids Infant Safe Sleeping program, which is 

based on scientific evidence. More information can be found on their website 

(www.sidsandkids.org). 

Families should follow these guidelines: 

 Sleeping babies on their backs, not on their tummies or side. Placing babies on their 

backs means they have airway protection and are less likely to choke 

 Ensuring babies faces are not covered with anything, such as doonas, pillows, soft toys 

or lamb’s wool. 

 Never exposing babies to cigarette smoke 

 Providing a safe sleeping environment which includes safe cots, mattresses and 

bedding and that these meet the Australian Standards 

 Never sleeping babies on bean bags, pillows or couches 

 

SAFE SLEEPING FOR TODDLERS AND OLDER CHILDREN 

http://www.sidsandkids.org/


 

Although the evidence suggests that the risk of SIDS occurs in the first two years of a child’s 

life, it is good to continue the previous practices. Children should always have a safe place to 

sleep, away from cigarette smoke. 

 

 

Rest is very important for children every day. Sleep and rest needs vary from child to child and 

even day to day.  The preschool is flexible and aware when it comes to providing for these 

needs. Staff monitor all children for signs of tiredness or sickness at all times, and are very 

experienced in recognizing small signals.  

Our daily routine provides many sections of the day where children can experience down time 

and withdraw a little from the busy environment if they feel the need.  Quite areas are 

planned every day indoors and outside for relaxation and rest, such as book corner, quiet 

drawing, manipulatives and mats.  

The daily schedule provides several quiet times, for example after lunch is quiet independent 

book reading, and coming indoors after outdoor play the group usually does some relaxation, 

yoga or story time. 

Preschool has sleep mats, clean sheets, pillows and blankets for resting if children need to. 

These are placed in a quiet area of the room within view of teachers. Teachers usually call 

parents to seek feedback on their wishes regarding children sleeping and how long they 

should be left.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


