
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Chairperson’s Report 
Happy New Year! For those who are new to 
Preschool, welcome. For those families who are 
returning to Preschool, welcome back. I am the 
existing Chairperson on the Preschool Board and I 
am mum to 4 children, who have all attended The 
Oaks Preschool. My youngest, Matilda is 
beginning her final year at Preschool (sniff, sniff).  
Hopefully you will notice that over the holidays 
Preschool has had a new paint job inside. This has 
been a long process and has finally come to 
fruition after around 18mths of various 
fundraising efforts and of course a generous 
donation of paint. John Gadaleta, painter and 
decorator has done a wonderful job and the 
result is a lighter, fresher environment for our 
children and teachers to play, learn and work in.  
The start of the year can be overwhelming to 
many parents as there is always so much 
information to take in. However, I would like to 
direct your attention to 2 key aspects of 
Preschool.  
1.Parent helper days- I cannot stress enough the 

importance of this to Preschool. We rely so 

heavily on volunteers to keep costs down and 

therefore keep fees as low as possible. I know as 

a new parent it may seem overwhelming but can I 

reassure you it’s not. There are notes up to guide 

you through the routine and the staff are so 

helpful and very understanding. If you want, you 

can always shadow or share the day with another 

parent the first time to help take you through 

what’s required- just either ask a friend to join 

you or talk to Mrs Downie. It’s a great chance to 

experience a day in the life of your Preschooler 

too! 

2.Board Member positions- There will be more 

information in coming weeks but the Preschool  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held later 

in the month (date TBA). Here the 2015 Board 

members will step down and the positions will be 

declared vacant for the new election of the 2016 

Board. Being on the Board is a great way to gain a 

greater understanding of the management and 

decision making that occurs daily in order to keep 

the Preschool operating. It is a highly supportive 

group and a great way to get to know other 

parents better whilst assisting the Preschool.  

 

I look forward to seeing many new and familiar 

faces around at Preschool as we all get back into 

the daily routine.  

Renée Jenkins 

 

Dates to remember 

27.1.16 Preschool returns for 2016 

Friday 18 March Easter Hat Parade 

Monday 21 March Easter Hat Parade 

Wednesday 23 March Easter Hat Parade 

Friday 8 April 2016 Last day for Term 1 

Tuesday 26 April Preschool returns T2 

Friday 1 July Last day for Term 2 

Monday 18 July First day for Term 3 

Friday 23 September Last day for term 3 

Monday 10 October Term 4 

 

To all our new families we extend a warm 
welcome to The Oaks Preschool, and to all 
our returning families, it is great to see you 
back safely after the holidays. 
The staff and I are looking forward to an 
exciting and fulfilling year. 
The main aim of our program over the first 
few weeks is to provide the children with a 
warm, welcoming and happy environment 
where they feel secure and confident to stay. 
They will be adjusting to preschool routines 
and learning how special each and every one 
of them are. 
This newsletter is full of important information 
about Preschool. Please keep it for future 
reference.  
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“Like” us on facebook, The Oaks 
Preschool, to keep up with what is 
happening 
 
                              
 “F.Y.I” 
 

FEES 
Preschool policy is that fees remain one week 
in advance. Internet transfers are encouraged 
for all payments. Bank details are: 
Commonwealth Bank, Camden. 
Name: The Oaks Preschool Kindergarten Co Op. 

BSB: 062-516 
Account: 00902485 
Please include childs full name. 
Please also send an email to preschool 
advising payment, so we can track it if it 
doesn’t appear on our statement. 
admin@theoakspreschool.com.au. 
Otherwise, fees are paid to the Office 
Administrator in the mornings from 9.15. 
Preschool accepts cash, cheques and money 
orders.  
Fees need to be paid by 11am for banking. 
 
If your annual combined gross income is 
below $40795, you may be eligible for a fee 
assistance. Please see Helen in the office for 
a Subsidy assistance form. All information is 
held in the strictest confidence. 
 

Daily fees for 3 year olds are $40 per day. 

Daily fees for 4 year olds are $30 per day. (turning 

4 before the 31.7.16) 

Extended hours 8-9 and 3-4pm are $3 each 

session. 

Invoices for term 1 will be in communication 

pockets in week 2.  Families are encouraged to 

pay fees via internet transfer. The Preschool bank 

account details are in the family information 

booklet, or from the office.  
 

Thank you’s 

Easter Hat Parade 

GROUPS 
This year the Preschool will have Wattle and 
Willow Room children together in the front 
room on Mondays. Groups are separate for 
other days. As such, children have still been 
allocated particular rooms and educators to 
be responsible for their development. A list of 
classes is displayed on the front door, so you 
can take your child to the correct room. 
Wattle Room is the front room, Willow Room 
is down the hallways. 

 

Staffing for 2016 
Office Administrator Mrs Helen McNiece   
Director & Both Room Teacher -Mrs Jennie 
Downie-  
Wattle Room Educator - Mrs Stacey Sayre 
Wattle Room Educator - Mrs Sharon Adams 
Willow Room Teacher- Miss Caitlin Anthony 
(Tues/Wed) 
Willow Room Teacher- Mrs Chantel Norris 
(Thurs/Fri) 
Willow Room Educator- Mrs Kathy Odgers 
Casual Staff- Mrs. Monique Funnell 
Support/Cleaner- Georgia Rudd 
 

 

 

Staff profiles. 

To help you get to know the educators who 

will be caring for your child, educators 

have written a short segment about 

themselves. 

 

 
Mrs Helen McNiece 
Hello, I am Helen McNiece and I am the 
Office Administrator at The Oaks Preschool. I 
am married with three boys, an eleven year 
old, a seven year old and a five year old who 
has just left this Preschool to start big school 
this week. I have been working at the 
Preschool now for just over five years and 
work four days per week, Monday to 
Wednesday and Friday. Looking forward to 
meeting you all. 
 
Mrs Jennie Downie 
Hello. I now live at Camden with my husband 
of 35 years, Glenn. We have three grown up 
children, a psychologist, an Occupational 
Therapist and a Warehouser. This is my 16th 
year as Teacher and Director of this great 
Preschool. I am a university trained teacher 
as well as holding Children’s Services 
qualifications through TAFE. I strongly 
believe in building close bonds between 
home and Preschool so we can meet your 
needs and goals for your child in the most 
important and formative years of their life, 
leading up to formal schooling. Looking 
forward to meeting you and getting to know 
your children.  
 
 



Mrs Sharon Adams. 
Hello. My name is Sharon Adams. I am one 
of the Educators in the Wattle Room. I have 
been happily married for the last 28 years 
and have one son, Corey who has just turned 
25. I hold a certificate 3 in Child Studies. I 
have been working at The Oaks Preschool for 
13 years and look forward to meeting and 
working with all our previous and new families 
this year. 
 
 

Mrs Kathy Odgers 
Hello my name is Kathy Odgers. I have lived 
at Oakdale for 31 years and have four 
children, Vincent 29, Elizabeth 28, Russell 26 
and Katherine nearly 24. They all attended 
this preschool and have fond memories. This 
is my 14th year at the preschool and I feel 
very honoured to work with the wonderful 
staff and families. I have a certificate 3 in 
Child Studies. 
I am really looking forward to sharing my time 
with you and your children. 
 

Caitlin Anthony 
Hi Everyone, I have worked at The Oaks Preschool 
coming up to four years. I began my career in Early 
Childhood as a Diploma trained in a Long Day Care 
Centre for a few years before being given the 
wonderful opportunity to become a Room Leader 
and Educational leader at this amazing preschool. 
After finishing my Certificate Three and Diploma in 
Children’s Services at TAFE I began studying a 
Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood and 
Primary School) at Macquarie University. With 
great excitement I completed my Bachelor in 2015 
and am moving on to study a Masters of 
Educational Leadership this year at Macquarie 
University with the aims to continue on and study a 
Masters of Research as a way to further my 
interest and passion to learn about and research 
Leadership in Early childhood and Educational 
settings. In previous years I have been a full time 
educator at preschool however this year I will be 
your children’s educator in the Willow Room on a 
Tuesday and Wednesday while completing my 
studies and working casually in local primary 
schools on the other days. I look forward to 
meeting you all and know how wonderful our year 
together will be. 
 
 

 

Stacey Sayre 
Hi. My name is Stacey Sayre. I will be at The 
Oaks Preschool working as an educator in 
the Wattle room each day. I have been at the 
Preschool for four years and I hold a Diploma 
in Children’s Services. 
I am the mother of three boys and have lived 
in the Camden area for 15 years.  
I look forward to getting to know your children 
and meeting families in the near future. 
 

 
Mrs Chantel Norris 
Hi, my name is Chantel Norris. I have my 
associate Diploma in Children’s Services and 
have worked on and off in between having 
my own babies in the childcare industry for 18 
years. 
I have been part of the full time teaching staff 
of The Oaks preschool in the past, before I 
left to have my first baby, Amelia (now 11 
years old). Since then, I have filled in on and 
off in various roles in the Preschool staff. This 
year I will teaching in the Willow Room on 
Thursdays and Fridays. The Oaks Preschool 
is a very unique and special Preschool to be 
part of. I first walked through the gates at 4 
years old, a little shy pre-schooler myself, 
later as a staff member, and again as a 
parent when my three children attended the 
Preschool. 
I now have three children, Amelia, 11 years, 
Connor 9 years and Bridie 5 years and a 
Preschooler. We all live at Mount Hunter with 
my husband Greg and our crazy animals. 
I look forward to meeting each and every one 
of you and making fun, lasting memories with 
your children.  
 

 
Mrs Monique Funnell 

Mrs Funnell lives locally with her husband 
Shane and three children. She will be  working 
at the Preschool casually and as support for 
children with extra needs if needed. Mrs Funnell 
has an associate Diploma in Child Studies and 
has worked in childcare since she was 15. She 
has worked at the Preschool full time before 
having her three beautiful children, two boys 
and a girl.  
 
 

 
 



 
HOURS 
Preschool opens at 9.00 am and closes for 
the main session at 3.00. You MUST arrive 
as close as possible to these times. Firstly, 
staff will be busy with children and find it very 
difficult to commence the program and 
interact with children if parents are arriving 
any later than 9.15. Secondly. children having 
trouble settling, find it very distressing to have 
other parents arriving just after they have 
settled. PLEASE ASSIST STAFF AND THE 
PRESCHOOL DAY BY ARRIVING BY 9.15  
(PREFERABLY 9.00) EVERY DAY!!! 
This also applies to the end of the day. Doors 
will not be open for pick up until 3pm sharp. 
Please don’t come before this time as it is 
disruptive to the preschool program. 
 

 

WHAT TO BRING 
 
PLEASE PUT SUNSCREEN ON YOUR 
CHILD BEEFORE YOU LEAVE THEM 
EACH MORNING ALL THROUGH THE 
YEAR. Staff will reapply it if going outdoors 
again in the afternoon. 
 
Please do not forget to pack; 
1. a full set of spare clothes, labelled, and in 

a plastic bag 
2. a wide brimmed sun hat, labelled 
3. a drink bottle, labelled. Please do not put 

fizzy drink or milk in drink bottles. 
4. Lunch box, labelled clearly on top for your 

child to recognise their name 
5. Jumper or tee-shirt to allow for the 

weather to change through the day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAFF PARENT DISCUSSIONS 
Staff are able to give quick feedback about 
your child’s day in the afternoons. Please 
ask. If you require a longer discussion, please 
make an appointment to talk with your child’s 
teacher at a less busy time, when staff are 
not responsible for many other children. 
Appointments can be made with educators 
before preschool opens, or after 3.15 for 
longer discussions. 

 PARENT HELPER MORNINGS 

Parent helper mornings are a part of your 
family involvement in the preschool.  You are 
asked to come to preschool and assist the 
teachers with setting out lunches, clearing 
away and organizing craft. The morning is 
easy and relaxed and teachers help you to 
find your way around. This is a great way to 
meet your child’s friends and see the flow of 
our day. Anyone can come to parent days, 
mum, dad grandma grandfather..... The 
number of days you come to assist for the 
whole year is one more than the number of 
days your child attends in the week. For 
example if your child comes two days per 
week you will need to come three mornings in 
the whole year. 
The roster is under the sign in book.. Be early 
to nominate the days you want to come. A 
great way to celebrate birthdays is for 
mum/dad to come to preschool as a helper 
and share cup cakes. Days can be nominated 
and changed if needed. As much notice as 
possible of change is needed to ensure we 
can find a replacement. 
 
NOTICE BOARDS AND COMMUNICATION 

POCKETS 
Preschool is a busy environment, full of special theme 
weeks, activities and exciting occurrences. It is very 
important that you check your communication pockets 
each afternoon and check notice boards every day. 
One of our notice boards is for information and 
community, child related news. The other is for 
important preschool information and will change daily. 
Please also have a look at the written program in each 
room. The teachers put a lot of work into ensuring a 
child focussed, relevant program to suit all children in 
the group. Knowing what your child has been doing is a 
major part of meaningful discussions with them. This in 
turn aids their development by reinforcing the days 
activities and learning, as well as recall, memory and 
confidence in retelling events. 
 

BRING YOUR DONATION OF 

TOILET PAPER, PAPER TOWEL 

AND TISSUES ASAP.  

They can be placed in the boxes on 

the verandah. 

 



 
IS IT YOUR CHILD’S FIRST TIME AWAY 
FROM YOU? 

Separation from home and family can be a difficult 
experience for younger children. When your child 
starts preschool, it is possibly the first time he/she 
has been away from you. Some children have no 
difficulty accepting this new situation, but others 
need a great deal of help.  
 
Positive preparation before staring preschool is 
helpful. Remind them of activities, teachers and 
children they met at orientation and encourage 
them to do paintings and craft for you. Always 
remain positive about attending and how much fun 
it is. Ensure your child never hears you say “oh, I 
don’t know how he/she will go”. These feelings are 
easily conveyed to children and they will live up to 
your expectations. If you expect difficulties, you 
may get them. 
 
Parents or caregivers should stay and share an 
activity with their child until the child feels secure. 
When it is time to leave,  
1. tell the child you will be going when this is 

finished. 
2. Tell a teacher you are leaving 
3. Give them a kiss/cuddle, tell them when you will 

be back, and leave quickly without hesitating. 
Don’t come back for a second/third cuddle or 
this will become an ongoing habit. 

4. If you think your child may need extra cuddles, 
ensure a teacher is close and discretely let 
them know you are leaving.  

5. Please dont hesitate to ring preschool on 46571327 
during the day to check on your child. Teachers will 
be very honest about how they are coping. 

 

If you have any sensitive family matters, please 
see Mrs Downie in strictest confidence. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EASTER HAT PARADE PREPARATION 
 
Time to start thinking about your child’s 
Easter Hat for the parade.  Easter craft items 
are now in the shops. Some ideas from 
previous years are: 
 A strip of cardboard to fit around the 

head with bunny ear shapes stapled to 

it, decorate or cover in cotton balls 

 A thicker cylinder of cardboard to fit 

the head, decorated with anything your 

child likes 

 A straw hat or purchased plastic hat, 

decorated with streamers, stickers, 

cotton balls, anything. 

Things to keep in mind: 
 Ensure the hat fits your child and stays 

on their head easily while walking 

 Check the hat is easy to get on, as 

teachers will be dressing all the 

children at once 

 Make sure the hat is comfortable to 

wear 

 Please don’t put any food items 

(including chocolate eggs) on the hats. 

These will melt, and possibly cause 

allergies in other children. 

 Please see a teacher if you are having 

problems organising a hat.DS We 

always have some  spares on hand. 

 

 
Next newsletter- Information on Board 
Positions and the AGM. If you have any 
questions before then about helping the 
Preschool, please see the Director, Mrs 
Downie 

 
 

 



  
 
 



 

 


