
  
 

It would be remiss of me not to start this newsletter with a slightly 

belated but nevertheless heart-felt HAPPY FATHER’S DAY to all the 

wonderful dads, grandads, pops and other special men in our 

preschool community. I hope you all enjoyed the spoils of your 

special day on the weekend and of course a lovely car massage 

or two courtesy of your preschooler! 

After a late date change, our Bunnings Bake Sale is happening this 

Saturday 7 September at Bunnings Narellan. This is always such a 

great fundraiser as not only does it help to raise funds for our 

preschool but it also gives families who may not be able to assist 

with parent helper days and other activities during working hours 

the opportunity to contribute to our preschool with some good old 

fashioned baking! There are some recipe cards available near the 

sign on desk for anyone stuck for inspiration, but we welcome all 

manner of tasty treats to tempt the Bunnings crowds to come and 

pay our stall a visit. To that end, it would be greatly appreciated if 

you could spread the word around your family and social circles 

that the bake sale will be on. It is so nice when friends of The Oaks 

Preschool visit the stall and share their connection to and 

memories of their time at our preschool. 

All the information and details you need for the Bunnings Bake 

Sale is included a little further along in this newsletter. 

A very big THANK YOU on behalf of the Board goes to the staff 

and members of our preschool community who made time in their 

busy schedules to be at the working bee that was held last 

weekend. Mrs Downie had an ambitious list of jobs to be done 

and with many dedicated helpers on hand I am pleased to say 

the list was completed! Well done to everyone who assisted and 
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again, a very sincere thank you for volunteering your time to get 

those jobs ticked off the list.  

 

A big THANK YOU also goes to our wonderful educators for giving 

our preschoolers the opportunity to welcome their 

grandparents and other special people into their classrooms 

during Grandparents Week. I know my son was just beaming with 

pride and excitement that his special people had come to see 

him at preschool and I know that that sentiment was shared 

amongst the other preschoolers and the grandparents alike. 

Special weeks like that don't just happen without a lot of planning 

and preparation so again, a big thank you to our educators for 

making these special memories possible.  

The end of Term 3 is quickly gaining on us but there is still so much 

to look forward to in the coming weeks. Please take a moment to 

take note of upcoming events and dates so you don’t miss out on 

any of the fun. 

As always, if you have any feedback, questions or queries please 

don’t hesitate to chat to myself, another board member, Mrs 

Downie, or of course, pop it in the Suggestion Box at the sign in 

desk. 

Kind regards, 

Bec 

 

All the families who came to help on our working bee. We crossed 

off all the items on our list. 

Thank you to Mr Foggarty and Mr Ryan for coming to complete 

some extra jobs for us. 

Thank you to Renee Seckin, Nicole Comerford and Patricia Tzortzis 

for coming to read to us during Book week. 

Constable Mark from Narellan Police Station for coming to teach 

about how to stay safe and to show us his uniform and police car. 

Thank you to Lolliland Smeaton Grange for their generous discount 

towards our Bunnings Fundraiser Stall lolly jars. 
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Term 3 has been a busy one, with lots of events, exploration and learning in the Wattle room. 

We have extended our learning about the human body, revising the digestive system and 

exploring the heart and lung functions and circulatory system.  

We have experimented with colours and investigated our family’s heritage and origins, 

creating small worlds and having extensive discussions on the topic. 

We celebrated book week by borrowing school books, dressing up as our favourite 

characters and bringing in books to share, developing our language, imaginations and social 

interactions. 

We were very lucky to have many grandparents join us for grandparent’s week and we took 

part in fun dance performances, tapping stick songs and cheeky stories about grandparents. 

We were able to share our daily experiences including painting, playdough and building, all 

interactions extending on our family connections. 

The children were excited to create beautiful gifts for Father’s Day, many reporting their dads 

really enjoyed the car massage shirts. 

Space has become a current interest that we will extend on and explore throughout the next 

few weeks, we can’t wait to see where this topic, our daily interactions with families and all of 

the children take us on our learning journey for the remainder of the term. 

Thank you for a wonderful term 3 so far Wattle room 

Mrs Ashton, Mrs Scott, Mrs Adams and Mrs Mills 

 

What a busy few weeks we have had in the Willow Room, and it is set to continue till the end 

of term. 

**We have put our scarecrow on hold since we have been focused on Father’s Day and 

Grandparents week. We are looking forward to getting back to finishing him/ her. 

**We continue to discuss sustainability and compost by adding to its daily, gardening, 

planting seeds and watching our seeds grow, weeding and preparing our garden beds and 

maintaining our worm farms. 

**Discussing friendship- We have been talking about how we can be good friends and how 

to respond to social situations with our peers. We have been discussing feelings and using our 

body language and expressions to show how we feel, as well as recognising our peers 

expressions.  

**Every day we practice treating others with respect 

**Willow Room loved Grand Parents week, thank you all for coming.  

 



 

We will be repeating our emergency procedures when the RFS come to visit us on 17 and 19 

September. Please see educators if you would like to have any comment on what we are 

doing in our evacuations.  

This Saturday 7 December 2019 Bunnings Narellan 

Resources and rosters are at the entrance along with cellophane bags and labels for 

presentation if you would like to take some. 

Please deliver items to Preschool on Friday so we can organise and price our items. 

 

 

Brooke has send out forms for either re-enrolment or exit from the Preschool. Please complete 

these as soon as possible to be assured of getting the days you require. If leaving Preschool 

for big school in 2020, it is very important you return the form, as this releases your security 

deposit to be credited to your fees. 

Offers will be sent out to families on the wait list by the end of September. 

 

 

Dear Families 

You are invited to an INFORMATION EVENING 

SCHOOL READINESS – EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT STARTING SCHOOL 

When: Wednesday 4 September 2019 6pm for around one hour 

Where: At The Oaks Preschool Wattle Room 

Guest Speaker: Leanne Godkin Teacher, The Oaks Public School 

This presentation will include general information about school readiness and is ideal if: 

 You have decided to enroll your child in any school and would like to know what to be 

working on to help them on their way 



 

 You are undecided if your child is ready and would like more information 

 Would just like more information on getting ready for school 

 

 Child care available with preschool teachers (complete form at sign in area for 

planning purposes). 

 Tea/ Coffee provided 

 Preschool teachers will be available for specific discussions about your child’s 

development. (Please complete the expressions of interest sheet at sign in if you would 

like to talk with Educators for planning purposes) 

Looking forward to seeing you there, 

The Teachers. 

 

 

What are social and emotional skills? Why should social and emotional learning be the basis 

for curriculum? How do we teach these skills?  

WHAT ARE SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL SKILLS? 

Social and emotional skills are linked but not the same. We all have emotions and we all 

need to learn to manage them, so they enable us to make the most of our own lives and 

develop respectful and fulfilling relationships with others. 

Emotional skills are about learning to manage and express feelings appropriately. Social skills 

are about relating to others. They involve being able to be a friend, to negotiate our needs 

and difficulties, to be assertive without being aggressive and to relate effectively with adults 

and peers. 

WHY SHOULD SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING BE THE BASIS FOR OUR CURRICULUM? 

And there is a lot of research over recent decades, just a few examples of which are quoted 

here: 

‘… The single best childhood predictor of adult adaptation is not school grades, and not 

classroom behavior, but rather, the adequacy with which the child gets along with other 

children. Children who are generally disliked, who are aggressive and disruptive, who are 

unable to sustain close relationships with other children, and who cannot establish a place for 

themselves in the peer culture are seriously at risk.’ (Hartup, 1992, p. 1). 

Here are a few ideas for you to think about at home and for us as Preschool educators; 

 Really listen. Children who don’t feel heard, cannot hear you. 

 Remember behaviour is a communication. 



 

 Notice and act when you see a child is having some difficulty; for example, being left 

out, being aggressive, being very quiet, being fearful, not being aware of others‘ 

needs, not attending and so on … 

 When issues arise, no matter what, let each child know that you are there to help 

them. 

 Make a meaningful relationship with each child in your care so they feel safe with you 

and valued by you—this is the context for successful teaching. 

The First Five Years- What should my child say and do? 

Adapted with permission from a pamphlet by Talk of the Town Speech Pathology. Suite 2 230 

Camden Valley Way Narellan. NSW 2567 PH: 46476777 

What is Communication? 

Communication skills are comprised of receptive (Comprehension and listening) and 

Expressive (talking) language skills, as well as social and articulation skills. All of these areas 

are important for your child to communicate effectively with adults and other children. While 

individual children develop their listening and talking skills at different rates, there is an overall 

general pattern of development. 

What is my child expected to say and do? 

At 3-4 years of age: 

 Uses at least 4-6 word sentences 

 Uses “and” to make a longer sentence, e.g.: “I saw a dog and a cat” 

 Most words are understood by unfamiliar adults 

 Understands location words, e.g. in/on/under/over/front/back 

 Knows opposite words e.g.: empty/ full, tall/short, hot/cold. 

 Uses me, he she, you, his correctly when talking 

 Answers questions, e.g.: “where did you put your shoes” 

 Follows non routine 2 step instructions 

 Labels basic colours consistently 

At 4-5 years of age: 

 Asks a lot of “why” questions 

 Able to count to 10 

 Most grammar is correct 

 Follows complex instructions with concepts such as before/ after 

 Answers questions about stories that are read to them 

 Able to tell about 2 events, e.g.: “I went to the shops, then I went home”. 

Children experiencing speech or language difficulties are 4-5 times more likely to have 

reading and spelling problems at school. This places them at risk of frustration, teasing and 

low self-esteem. 



 

What can I do to help at home? 

1. Talk all the time with your child. Talk about what you can see, what they are doing and 

what you are doing together. Constantly hearing correct speech patterns and use is a 

great teacher. 

2. Try to minimise the amount of time your child watches TV and plays screen games. 

While they are listening to speech, they are missing out on valuable opportunities to 

practice their talking 

3. Reading books with your child helps to build their attention, and gives lots of 

opportunities to ask and answer questions. Remember, “Two books a day keeps the 

speech pathologist away”.  

If you have any concerns about your child’s speech, either speaking, listening or 

understanding, please ask your preschool teachers or make an appointment with a speech 

pathologist for an assessment and advice.   

 

Reference and for more information: 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/publichealth/immunisation/schedule.asp 

AGE DISEASE VACCINE 

CHILDHOOD VACCINES 

Birth 

(Maternity units) 

Hepatitis B H-B-VAX II  

(babies before 8 

days of age) 

2 months 

(all vaccines may be given as early as 

6 weeks) 

Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis 

Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib)  

Hepatitis B 

Polio 

Pneumococcal 

Rotavirus 

INFANRIX HEXA 

 

 

 

PREVENAR 13 

ROTARIX 

4 months Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis  

Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib) 

Hepatitis B 

Polio 

Pneumococcal 

Rotavirus 

INFANRIX HEXA  

 

 

 

PREVENAR 13 

ROTARIX 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/publichealth/immunisation/schedule.asp


 

6 months Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis 

Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib) 

Hepatitis B 

Polio 

Pneumococcal 

INFANRIX HEXA 

 

 

 

PREVENAR 13 

12 months* Measles, Mumps, Rubella 

Haemophilus influenzae type B 

(Hib)Meningococcal C 

PRIORIX 

HIBERIX 

MENINGITEC 

18 months Varicella (Chicken pox) VARILRIX 

4 years* 

(all vaccines may be given as early as 

3½ years) 

Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis, Polio 

Measles, Mumps, Rubella 

INFANRIX-IPV 

PRIORIX 

ADOLESCENT VACCINES (School-Based Program) 

12 years Human Papillomavirus (female only) 

Hepatitis B (catch-up only) 

Varicella (catch-up only) 

Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis 

GARDASIL  

H-B VAX II  

VARILRIX 

BOOSTRIX 

15 years(in 2011 and 2012 only) Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis BOOSTRIX 

ADULT VACCINES 

All - 6 months and over (with medical 

conditions predisposing to severe 

influenza**) 

Influenza INFLUENZA 

Aboriginal - 15 years and over 

Pregnant women 

65 years and over 

All – 65 years and over Pneumococcal 

 

PNEUMOVAX 23 

Aboriginal – 50 years and over 



 

Aboriginal – 15-49 years with medical 

risk factors*** 

 

Other Adult Vaccines available Whooping cough, Diphtheria, Hepatitis B, Measles, 

Seasonal Flu,  

 


